New prescription drug benefit: the role of the oncologist.
Increasingly, cancer drugs are being developed for oral self-administration, and those oral drugs are frequently among the most sought-after by oncologists and patients, as their targeted mechanisms offer the promise of greater effectiveness with fewer toxicities. It is quite timely, therefore, that the Medicare program on January 1, 2006, will launch a new prescription drug benefit to cover, for the first time, oral and other self-administered prescription drugs for cancer and other diseases. The new benefit, Part D, is clearly a positive development for cancer patients, but it introduces new complexity to the process of selecting and financing prescription drug coverage. Oncologists, like other physicians, should be prepared to advise their patients concerning options for coverage.